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Data Sources

This ma p  highlights und evelo p ed  na tura l a rea s likely to  p ro vid e c o re ha b ita t blo c ks a nd  
ha b ita t c o nnec tio ns tha t fa c ilita te sp ec ies mo vements b etween blo c ks. Und evelo p ed  
ha b ita t blo c ks p ro vid e rela tively und isturb ed  ha b ita t c o nd itio ns required  b y ma ny o f 
Ma ine’s sp ec ies. Ha b ita t c o nnec tio ns p ro vid e nec essa ry o p p o rtunities fo r wild life to  tra vel 
b etween p referred  ha b ita t typ es in sea rc h fo r fo o d , wa ter, a nd  ma tes. Ro a d s a nd  
d evelo p ment fra gment ha b ita t blo c ks a nd  c a n b e b a rriers to  mo ving wild life. By 
ma inta ining a  netwo rk o f interc o nnec ted  b lo c ks to wns a nd  la nd  trusts c a n p ro tec t a  wid e 
va riety o f Ma ine’s sp ec ies— b o th ra re a nd  c o mmo n— to  help  ensure ric h sp ec ies d iversity 
lo ng into  the future. Ma inta ining a  netwo rk o f these la rge rura l o p en sp a c es a lso  p ro tec ts 
future o p p o rtunities fo r fo restry, a griculture, a nd  o utd o o r rec rea tio n. 
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Regional Undeveloped Blocks

Develo p ed  Area s
0 - 250 a c res

250-500 a c res

500-1,000 a c res

1,000-5,000 a c res

> 5,000 a c res
1 inch equals 5 miles1 : 325,000

Aerial Imagery
Aeria l ima gery is o ften the b est to o l a va ila b le to  visua lize existing p a tterns o f d evelo p ment 
a nd  resulting c ha nges in the na tura l la nd sc a p e. By d ep icting und evelo p ed  ha b ita t blo c ks, 
ha b ita t c o nnec to rs a nd  c o nserved  la nd s with a eria l p ho to s, the ma p  user c a n mo re ea sily 
id entify o p p o rtunities to  exp a nd  the size a nd  ec o lo gic a l effec tiveness o f lo c a l c o nserva tio n 
effo rts.

Habitat Blocks
Development Buffer (pale transparency)
250-500 fo o t buffer a ro und  imp ro ved  ro a d s a nd  d evelo p ed  a rea s b a sed  o n 
d evelo p ment intensity.
Undeveloped Habitat Block
Rema ining la nd  o utsid e o f Develo p ment Buffers. Blo c ks grea ter tha n 100 a cres 
a re la b eled  with their estima ted  a c rea ge.

Highway Bridge Connectors
Highwa y brid ges a lo ng I-95 a nd  I-295 tha t sp a n rip a ria n ha b ita t c o nnec ting 
a d ja c ent but sep a ra ted  ha b ita t blo c ks.These a re lo c a tio ns where sp ec ies a re 
likely to  ta ke a d va nta ge o f infra structure to  mo ve b etween ha b ita t blo c ks.

Undeveloped Block Connectors
Likely ro a d  c ro ssing a rea s linking und evelo p ed  ha b ita t blo c ks grea ter tha n 100 a c res. The 
threa t o f ha b ita t fra gmenta tio n a nd  a nima l mo rta lity c o rresp o nd s to  tra ffic  vo lume. 

Red  lines rep resent ha bita t ro a d  
cro ssings with d a ily tra ffic vo lumes 
grea ter tha n 2000 vehicles p er d a y.

Yello w lines rep resent ha b ita t ro a d  
cro ssings with d a ily tra ffic vo lumes 
less tha n 2000 vehicles p er d a y.

Rep resented  ha b ita t c o nnec tio ns id entified  thro ugh c o mp uter mo d eling highlight lo c a tio ns
where qua lity ha b ita t is likely to  o c c ur o n b o th sid es o f a  given ro a d  b etween und evelo p ed
ha b ita t blo c ks grea ter tha n 100 a c res a nd  b etween higher va lue wetla nd s.These 
rep resenta tio ns a re a p p ro xima te a nd  ha ve no t b een field  verified .

Approximate Road Crossing Habitat Connections

Riparian Connectors 
Likely cro ssing lo c a tio ns fo r wetla nd  d ep end ent sp ec ies mo ving b etween wa terwa ys a nd  
wetla nd s d ivid ed  b y ro a d s 

Purp le lines rep resent rip a ria n ro a d  
cro ssings with d a ily tra ffic vo lumes 
grea ter tha n 2000 vehicles p er d a y.

Blue lines rep resent rip a ria n ro a d  
cro ssings with d a ily tra ffic vo lumes 
less tha n 2000 vehicles p er d a y.

The Sta te o f Ma ine’s c o nserved  la nd s d a ta b a se inc lud es la nd s in fed era l, sta te, a nd  
no n-p ro fit o wnership . It d o es no t inc lud e ma ny p riva tely o wned  c o nserva tio n la nd s, 
esp ec ia lly tho se p ro tec ted  b y lo c a l la nd  trusts, o r to wn o wned  c o nserva tio n la nd s. Fo r the 
mo st a c c ura te a nd  c urrent info rma tio n a b o ut la nd  o wnership , c o nsult with the lo c a l 
a ssesso r a nd /o r o ther lo c a l la nd  ma na gement a genc ies. If p ub lic a c c ess p o tentia l to  a ny 
o f the p ro p erties d isp la yed  here is unc erta in, la nd o wners sho uld  b e c o nta c ted  to  
d etermine if p ermissio n is nec essa ry.

Conserved Lands

Ownership Type  (transparent layers)

State
W ild life Ma na gement Area s a nd  o ther p ro p erties ma na ged  b y the Dep a rtment o f Inla nd  
Fisheries a nd  W ild life, sta te p a rks, a nd  p a rc els ma na ged  b y the Burea u o f Pa rks & 
La nd s.

Private Conservation
Pro p erties o wned  a nd  ma na ged  b y p riva te (usua lly no n-p ro fit) o rga niza tio ns suc h a s 
The N a ture Co nserva nc y, Ma ine Co a st Herita ge Trust; Trust fo r Public La nd , a nd  lo c a l 
la nd  trusts.

Easement
V o lunta ry lega l a greements tha t a llo w la nd o wners to  rea lize ec o no mic b enefit b y 
p erma nently restricting the a mo unt a nd  typ e o f future d evelo p ment a nd  o ther uses o n a ll 
o r p a rt o f their p ro p erty a s they c o ntinue to  o wn a nd  use it. 

Federal
N a tio na l p a rks, fo rests, a nd  wild life refuges. (Includ es Ca na d ia n c o nserved  la nd s.)

Municipal
To wn p a rks, wa ter d istrict p ro p erties, c o mmunity fo rests, etc.


